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onwentsia—the home hole.

BY ALEXIS J. COLMAN.

THE attractions of country club life
have captured Chicago, and golf
has been chief factor in the trans-
action. Just how much of open-air

club life there would have been if golf
had not come, it would be difficult to say;
but this is true, that, whereas before golf
came, there were one or two clubs de-
voted to outdoor recreation, with regu-
larly established club-houses, now there
are nearly twenty, and the number is
still increasing.

Before golf came to Chicago the pros-
perous business man spent his summer
in Wisconsin or Michigan, or in the
East or West, or in Europe. If he had a
summer home on the North Shore, in
some one of the
v i l l a g e s along
Lake Michigan, he
might spend the
mos t  pa r t  o f  i t
the re ,  bu t  even
then he usual ly
s p e n t  h i s  f e w
w e e k s ’ vacat ion
away from both
city and suburbs.
F o r  w h a t  w a s
there here? Noth-
ing except to be
absolutely i d l e ,
and the business
man found it hard
to be that after his

busy time in the office. He wanted
something—he didn’t know just what,
but it wasn’t to be idle. So he went
away for a change of scene and air, to
fish, perhaps to camp out. To be at
leisure and at the same time do some-
thing enjoyable—that was his aim.

Now something has been found which
will keep the business man busy in his
idleness and at the same time keep him
home. He has found that Chicago is as
good a place to spend his summers as
elsewhere, and the beauty of it all is
that everything is so handy. He can
sprinkle his vacation all through the
summer and at very little cost, much
less than would be the case in a trip

away. It was golf
t h a t  d i d  i t  a n d
that is the reason
golf has come to
stay.

Not tennis, nor
any  o the r  game
c o u l d  h a v e  t h e
vogue golf has had
a n d  i s  h a v i n g .
T h e  g a m e  i s  i n
i t s e l f  a  good ,  a
benefit to all who
play.  I t  i s  not  a
spectators’ game,
b u t  a  h e a l t h -
bringing, life-pro-
long ing  one ,  inmrs. reginald de koven driving a t onwentsia.
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which any-
one may par-
ticipate; and
in this  fact
l ies  i t s  ad-
vantage.

T h o u g h
the city was
slow at first
to take to
golf, the idea
was s t a r t ed
a r i g h t  a n d
became firm-
l y r o o t e d .
The city’s lo-
cation, with

Photo by Stevens.
george r. thorne,

pres .  midlothian club .
treas. western g. a.

prair ie  lands on
three sides, and its
a m p l e rai l road
facilities out to the
suburbs, was fa-
v o r a b l e  f o r  t h e
establ ishment o f
the game. Most
o f  t h e  s u b u r b s
served as abiding-
places for Chicago
b u s i n e s s men.
Most of the sub-
u r b s  w e r e  s u r -
r o u n d e d  b y  e x -
panses of meadow-
land and pictur-
esque c o u n t r y .
Naturally, t h e n ,
Chicago business
men located their
c lubs near  their

Members of the Quadrangle Club,
composed of professors of the Univer-
sity of Chicago, and others, who were
instrumental in having the course laid
out, play on it considerably, and there

are also several of
the students who
p l a y . There is
talk of organizing
a university golf
club, and it will
probably be done.
In time the West
m a y  s e e  i n t e r -
collegiate golf con-
tests between the
teams of Chicago,
Wisconsin a n d
Michigan, as in the
East.

Tradition has it
that the first four-
some ever played
in Chicago, if not
the first golf, was
in Jackson Park in
1887,  when four
ardent Scots, who

mrs. h. c. chatfield-talor and
miss margaret day—“it just didn’t.”

had brought
c l u b s  f r o m
the old coun-
try, played a
f o u r s o m e ,

the World’s Columbian Exposition was
held in 1893. Elaborate ceremonies
marked the opening, the golfers who
were instrumental in laying out the
course presenting President Joseph Don-
nersberger, of the South Park Board,
with a silver-mounted driver, and giv-
ing a similar trophy to Superintendent
J .  Frank Foster .  Judge Murray F.
Tuley, the local Nestor of golf, made
the presentation speech, and the game
has thus been officially recognized.

suburban homes. The scheme has also
worked in the opposite way, as at Whea-
ton and Midlothian, where the tract has
been picked out and members have built
themselves houses so as to be near the
links, after, the manner of the Earl of
Wemyss, in East Lothian.

Now the activities of the golfers have
led them to form a Western association,
and this month the annual amateur
championship of the United States is to
be decided on the links of the Onwentsia
Club at Lake Forest, twenty-eight miles
north of Chicago.

using stakes
i n s t e a d of
holes, and al-
together en-
joying them-
selves great-
ly, though at
the expense
of the scoffing

Quite the newest move in golf in Chi- of the na-
cago has been the laying out of a public tives.
nine-hole links in Jackson Park, where T h e  g o l f

Photo by Steffens.
h. c. chatfield-taylor,

pres. onwentsia club and
pres. western g. a.
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Photo by Dr. H. W. Bassett.

westward ho! golf club house.

clubs about Chicago are sprinkled in foundation.
nearly all quarters, though more lie to
the north, along the line of the Mil-
waukee Division of the Chicago and
Northwestern Railway, than in any
other direction. Between Lake Forest
and Chicago there are on this line six
clubs whose chief object is golf. Other
sports come in for a share, but a small one.

Lake Forest was long known as one
of the prettiest suburbs of the city and
as the home of Lake Forest University,
before it won fame as the home of the
Onwentsia Club. Its beauties lent them-
selves to the location of summer homes
for city people, and it was but natural
that in such a location there should be
established a large country club like
Onwentsia.

The evolution of this club is interest-
ing as showing the great influence of
golf in its formation. Senator Charles

and were pleased.
The coterie of players grew, and more

spacious grounds were sought. A large
enough links on the bluff was out of
the question, both on account of the
fact that there is no clearing of suffi-
cient size, and also because real estate
there had long been pre-empted for sum-
mer homes, or was held at so high a
price that purchase or lease was out of
the question. So it was decided to move
to the west side of town. A nine-hole
course was laid out on the McCormick
dairy farm in 1894, a very modest club-
house constructed,  and the “Lake
Forest Golf Club” fairly started. The
Chicago Golf Club, organized the pre-
vious summer at Belmont, about twenty-
three miles west of the city, on the Chi-
cago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad,
and the Lake Forest Golf Club played

team matches, and society
woke to the realization
that a true find in golf
had been made.

When the Chicago Golf
Club moved to its admir-
able course at Wheaton,
the Lake Forest  Club,
g rown  f a r  beyond  the
capacity of the little links
on the McCormick farm,
crossed the Green Bay
road  to  the  wes t ,  and
went a few hundred yards
to the north, purchasing
t h e  f a r m  a n d  c o u n t r y
homestead of Henry Ives
Cobb, the architect.

Mr. Cobb had built a

B. Farwell had built him
a spacious summer home,
“Fairlawn,” a little way
back from the bluff over-
looking Lake Michigan,
After a return from Eu-
rope in 1892, his son-in-
law, Hobart C. Chatfield-
Taylor, who had brought
wi th  h im a  s e t  o f  go l f
clubs from Scotland, laid
out a  few holes  on the
bluff ;  and here,  in this
crude links, but neverthe-
less first real links about
Chicago, because it was
located beside the inland
sea,  Onwents ia  had i ts
Friends came and played,

ouilmette country club. fine house, and was pre-
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pared to make the place his country
home for aye, but the entreaties of the
golf people were so importunate that he
capitulated, and Onwentsia was the re-
sult.

Onwentsia’s standard has always been
high. When the Scotch professionals
went over the links last fall in the
professional tournament, they said the
course afforded the best test of first-
class golf they had played over in Amer-
ica.

Mr. Chatfield-Taylor has been presi-
dent of the club from its inception, and
to his efforts the place the club has at-
tained is in most part due.

At first a nine-hole course was laid
out, but later a large tract adjoining was
secured, and an eighteen-hole course,

opportunity for a player to drive over
the trees and land dead on the green, or
he can play safe by going around. Most
players prefer the latter way, though
Champion Whigham regularly lofts the
ball over.

As the fifth annual amateur cham-
pionship is to be played at Onwentsia this
month, the course will gain fame anew.

The distance out is 2,984 yards, bogey,
43; in, 3,000 yards, bogey, 42. Walter
B. Smith, the Yale-Onwentsia man, holds
the record for the course, 83, two under
bogey.

Several members of the club have
made the course under 90, and will
doubtless put up a good game in the
championship. Among those who are
expected to qualify or do better are

lake geneva country club.

5,984 yards, arranged, former Champion
H. J. Whigham making the final changes
in location of hazards, greens and tees.
The turf is excellent and the course af-
fords opportunity for all kinds of golf.
The great beauty of Onwentsia is that,
although it is a strictly first-class, up-to-
date course, there is no monotony about
the play. There are opportunities for
long and short shots, and bunkers to
avoid or loft over; there is the “Skokie”
to cross–a river which bisects the tract
and which has to be crossed four times;
there are other ditches, and there are
trees, trees for shade and clumps of
trees  bounding the course to catch
sliced and pulled balls. At one hole,
the eighth, “Boomerang,” there is a fine

Harold Smith, younger brother of Wal-
ter, David R. Forgan, Slason Thompson
and William Waller.

Passing from Onwentsia south, the next
links is that of the Exmoor Country
Club, at Highland Park, twenty-five
miles from the city. There had been a
club, the Highland Park Club, before
golf came, but it afforded no opportunity
for outdoor recreation, so the Exmoor
Country Club was born. The links is
located somewhat similarly to that at
Lake Forest, on the west slope of the
ride which runs parallel with the shore
of flake Michigan, and about a mile due
west from it. The Skokie runs through
the course as at Onwentsia, the stream
which, a little farther toward the city,
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Photo by R. Capes, Chicago.
wheaton—a drive for the tenth hole.

Photo by Chas. Allgeier, Chicago.
midlothian—back from second tee.

skokie country club.
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at Glencoe, gives the name to the Skokie
Country Club. A pretty club-house has
been built, and the nine-hole course is
well-drained, of good length with sev-
eral “sporty” hazards.

The Skokie Club is at Glencoe, six miles
nearer the city. Residents of Kenil-
worth and Winnetka, as well as those of
Glencoe, belong to it. The course was
rough at first, but has been improved.
Mrs. Heaton Owsley, the sister of Mayor
Carter H. Harrison, of Chicago, was in
great measure responsible for the for-
mation of the club, and the Mayor is
himself a member. He is not a profi-
cient golfer, but derives much enjoy-
ment from the game.

At Wilmette is the Ouilmette Country

type for all practical earthly purposes.
The new course will need considerable
nursing to bring it up to shape. The
unique feature of it is a railroad hazard,
the double track “cut-off” of the Chicago
and Northwestern Railway dividing the
club’s tract. As a test of lofting the
club thinks this hazard cannot be ex-
celled. A new club-house is being built.

The main club to which Evanstonians
belong is the Glen View Golf and Polo
Club, located on the North Branch, six
miles west of Evanston. Here a club
has been established which has won one
of the first places in the galaxy of Chi-
cago organizations. A forest innocent
of an axe had to be cut out or tunneled
through to lay out part of the course,

edgewater golf club.

Club, the founders preserving the old
French spelling of the town. Here the
organization is a social, family affair,
organized for the purpose of having a
good t ime.  Croquet and tennis  are
popular with its members, and last year
archery was revived with distinct success.

Leaving Wilmette, the next club is
the Evanston Golf Club, to which be-
long many of the residents of Evanston.
The club has this spring moved from
its former location at North Evanston
and located a mile to the south, and west
of the temperance city which Frances
Willard would have called “Heavens-
ton.” Although neither the members
of this club nor those of Glen View
are angels, they are sufficiently of that

and leveling, sodding, and all kinds of
landscape work had to be done; but the
results of this outlay of money and la-
bor has been one of the most pictur-
esque courses  in the country.  The
club-house is on a knoll in the center of
the grounds.

Back of the house is a reservoir of
clear water, one of the hazards of the
course. Sloping greens abound, and
altogether the course is a beautiful one,
a pleasure to play upon. There are
several good golfers in the club, the
champion being William Holabird, Jr.,
a youth of sixteen, who has twice won
the championship cup. A close second
is the captain, Phelps B. Hoyt., who is
secretary of the Western Association.
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Photo by R. Capes, Chicago
glenview club house.

Laurence Auchterlonie, one of the
very best Scotch professionals who have
come to this country, is teacher. Before
coming to this country he was an ama-
teur at St. Andrews, and always finished
well up in the list. He won the gold
medal given as first prize by the Royal
and Ancient Golf Club, in 1897, the same
trophy which Findlay Douglas took in
1896.

’Way to the northwest of the city,
thirty-two miles as the crow flies, is the
home of the Lake Zurich Golf Club. It
is a beautiful spot, five miles north from
Barrington, the nearest railway point,
and in the heart of a farming com-
munity. The little lake is flanked on

two sides by high wooded bluffs, and to
the north, where the club is situated,
stretch away broad prairie lands, wood-
ed in parts and with small lakes and
ponds bountifully sprinkled in.

Notwithstanding the small size of the
club, there are many golf enthusiasts in
it, and men anxious to win honor with
mashie and driver. Some of them ex-
pect to enter at Onwentsia, though none
is quite proficient enough to expect to
win. It is not merely a summer club. All
the past winter the men have been going
out. The land is somewhat rough, and
there are abundant opportunities for
finding oneself in a cuppy-lie or losing
balls in the numerous water hazards.

E. A. Mayo, Arch’t.

the new club-house, evanston.
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Coming back to the city, the Edge-
water Golf Club at North Edgewater,
and just inside the northern city boun-
dary, is naturally the next club. This
also has a nine-hole links, plentifully
supplied with bunkers and lying for a
considerable part among tree-groves.
Edgewater, originally a collection of
sand-dunes, and avoided by the Chicago
citizens seeking suburban homes, has
been transformed during the past ten
years into an attractive suburb of the
highest class, filled with charming dwell-
ings. In place of deep sandy roads
there are paved streets, beautiful lawns
and the best of everything. In fact, the
surroundings of the golf club are too
good, and it is expected that in a year or
two the links will be converted into
building lots. The club is admirably

year and carried off first and second
honors to the great pleasure of the club
members. As Washington Park is but
six miles from the City Hall, members
find it very convenient for afternoon
games.

Just south of Jackson Park is the
Though not primarilyBryn Mawr Club.

a golf club, many of its members are
devoted and play at every opportunity.
The course is nine holes and rather
rough, but the members derive con-
siderable pleasure there.

Just outside the city limits, to the north-
west, is the Westward, Ho! Golf Club,
composed chiefly of residents of Oak
Park. The club last year was located
upon a smaller tract, and decided to
move to more spacious grounds. This
spring an eighteen-hole course was laid

exmoor country club.

situated for business men who like to
play in the late afternoon.

Besides the public course in Jackson
Park and the Edgewater one, there are
two others within the city limits: Wash-
ington Park and Bryn Mawr. At the
former, the golf course is within the track,
where the Chicago Polo Club used to play
before its members decided that polo in
the country would be better, and joined
the Onwentsia Club, at Lake Forest.

To compensate for the level turf the
bunkers are high, and there are ponds
which afford good hazards. The course
is 2,335 yards, and the record 33, made
several times by Open Champion Herd
and Alexander Smith, who are both at
the club, Smith as teacher and Herd as
clubmaker-in-chief. These men entered
the open championship at Myopia last

out at Galewood, on the Chicago, Mil-
waukee and St. Paul Railroad. The back-
ward weather delayed the work upon
this, as upon the other Chicago courses,
but new bunkers have been put in, and
the grounds in time will be in first-class
shape. The arrangement of the holes
is somewhat different from the other
full courses about Chicago, in that the
ninth hole is farthest away from the
club-house, instead of being near by, as
in most courses.

One of the most proficient women play-
ers at the club is Miss J. Anna Carpen-
ter, a seventeen-year-old girl who has de-
monstrated remarkable golfing abilities.
Her step-father, A. Haddow Smith, is
captain of the club. Miss Carpenter in-
tends entering the women’s champion-
ship at Philadelphia in September, and
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if, as is rumored, Miss Hoyt intends
withdrawing from golf play, the West-
ern critics believe Miss “Johnnie” will
prove a surprise to the Eastern women.
The most famous women’s golf match
in Western golf annals was the twenty-
hole contest which Miss Carpenter and
Mrs. Chatfield-Taylor played at On-
wentsia last fall in the women’s tourna-
ment. Mrs. Taylor finally won, though
it was a nip-and-tuck game throughout.

Other residents of Oak Park have or-
ganized the River Forest Golf Club, lo-
cated near Oak Park, about nine miles
due west of the city. This club is also
convenient for men who wish to have
an afternoon game after the day’s work

ing upon Wheaton. A fine old farm,
two hundred acres of rolling, well-turfed
farming property was chosen, and here
the club located. Transforming the old
homestead into comfortable club quar-
ters, with wide verandas on two sides,
the beautiful course was made, which
experts pronounce as on a par with the
leading golf courses anywhere.

Charles B. Macdonald, who won the
amateur championship at Newport in
1895, was one of the main factors in the
establishment of the club and promoters
of its welfare. Indeed, his position has
been such as to win him the title of
the “Laird o’ Wheaton.” The amateur
championship of 1897 was held here,

Photo by Chas. Allgeier, Chicago.

the dining-room—midlothian.

is over, for it is quickly reached by rail
from the city.

and Eastern golfers felt amply repaid
Oak Park and River for coming West and participating in it

Forest are both pretty suburbs of the on such a fine course. Not content with
city, and the two clubs number many of
the best people.

its present excellence, the club members

Farther to the west on the same line,
intend making several changes, as sug-
gested by former champions Whigham

at Wheaton, twenty-four miles west of and Macdonald. These will not he in
Chicago, lies the Chicago Golf Club, the way of easy changes, either, but it
pioneer in golf organizations in the is hardly expected the bogey, 86, will
West. Originally established at Bel- be changed. The length is 5,877 yards.
mont, the club decided that it could do
better, and sought a new location.

Pretty country homes, more ambitious
A

fine stretch of old meadow-land at West
than cottages, are being built about the
grounds, and the number is increasing

Hinsdale, four miles east of Belmont, every year. This year an addition is
tempted, but satisfactory arrangements being built on the northwest of the club-
could not be made for its control, and house, to be used as a hall-room and
the club looked elsewhere, finally decid- general gathering place for the members.
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washington park club.

Crossing country to the southeast for
about seven miles, one finds himself
at Belmont, cradle of Chicago golf
and the Chicago Golf Club. After
their abandonment by the club, the
grounds’ were occupied by the Illinois
Golf Club, an organization composed
of men who did not care to incur
the expense of the new club, and pre-
ferred to play the game in an inex-
pensive way and quietly at the old links.
Then this club later gave up, and was
amalgamated with Riverside in 1896,
since which time, until this spring, the

course has remained idle. But there were
several golfers who did not like to see
the old course go, and as it could be
fixed up so as to be playable with little
expense, a new club was organized.

Most of the members are novices, but
the club numbers in its list at least
three old-timers: Herbert J. Tweedie,
who has been instrumental in laying
out nearly every course in the vicinity
of Chicago, and who was known as a
first-rate player on his home links at
Hoylake; Richard Webster, who, while
in Her Majesty’s service in Ceylon in

Photo by R. Capes, Chicago.
onwentsia—seventh green.



364 O U T I N G  F O R  J U L Y .

the early ’70s, was secretary of the
first Ceylon golf club in Colombo; and
R. W. Chandler, one of the participants
in the traditional foursome played in
Chicago in 1887 in Jackson’s Park.

Coming cast to Hinsdale, where the
club is located on the tract once figured
upon by the Chicago Golf Club previous
to its exodus from Belmont, a pretty
nine-hole course, about 3,000 yards in
extent, is found. The land is rolling, and
readily adapts itself to golf. There are
many good hazards, chief of them being
“Hell,” a startling name, to be sure, but
an apt appellation for the bunker, a
sand-pit sixty yards wide, and a sure
trap for careless players going to the

Among the best players of the club
are Raymond Driver and G. P. Bliss,
who will probably enter at Onwentsia.
The captain, Arthur P. Bowen, is vice-
president of the Western Golf Associa-
tion and one of its founders.

A giant in its infancy, the Midlothian
Country Club has deservedly won the
admiration and respect of the Chicago
golf  publ ic .  Just  a  year  and a  hal f
old, Midlothian is well up in the fore-
front of country clubs in the West. The
sole trouble with the club is that as the
club itself is new, so the members are
new at golf. But with the superb course
and all the accompaniments of the game,
there are bound to be players in time.

Photo by H. Capes, Chicago. glenview club house—interior.

eighth hole. This is the largest bunker
on any Illinois course. A dainty little
club-house is being built on a knoll.

Riverside, one of the older clubs, and
one to which belong many good golf-
ers, lies eleven miles from the city and
seven cast of the Hinsdale course. The
course is only nine holes, but is inter-
esting and picturesque. The Des Plaines
River, a sluggish, old-fashioned stream,
shallow all summer, and always except
when spring rains sometimes make it
overflow, bounds the course on the west.
Trees fringe the links at several points,
relieving the horizon of a course that is
by no means otherwise monotonous.

The entrance to the grounds is through
a grove, but otherwise there is not a tree
on the course. This year the full eight-
een holes are in use. The length of the
course is 6,330 yards—3,132 yards out
and 3,178 in. Various hazards are lo-
cated upon the course, one of the best
being the water-hazard at the first, a
deep ravine,  f i l led with water  and
dammed, to make a good, sporty hole.
A feature is the club’s practice golf-
course, 2,672 yards, for beginners, and
for women and children when the main
course is crowded, on Saturdays and
holidays. When a player has negotiated
these nine in 72 strokes or under, he is



THE GOLF CLUBS OF CHICAGO. 365

lake zurich—first green.

eligible to play on the main course.
The investment at Midlothian is about
$125,000.

George R. Thorne, the president of
the club, and one of the prime movers
for its organization, also treasurer of the
Western Golf Association, has given
a handsome trophy, to be contested for
in annual club competition. “The Mid-
lothian Cup” vies with the Havemeyer
amateur championship trophy in beauty
of design and value. Indeed, the de-
signer of the championship cup was
William Christmas Codman, and that of
the Midlothian trophy, William Cod-
man, his son. Both trophies are valued
at $1,000, and in general design are simi-
lar, The Midlothian trophy model is

that of a punch-bowl, surmounted by a
figure in the attitude of putting.

Farther away from Chicago are two
country clubs which derive their mem-
bership mainly from Chicago people—
the clubs at Lake Geneva and Ocono-
mowoc, both in Wisconsin. Lake
Geneva is a beautiful summer resort.
Surrounding the crystal expanse of water
are the homes of many of Chicago’s
wealthiest people, who go up to spend
the hot months. The Country Club is
on the south shore of the lake, and golf
is the main pastime. Though the club
tract is but ninety acres, the president,
George C. Walker, so contrived as to lay
out a fine eighteen-hole course upon it,
5,658 yards in length.

Photo by R. Capes, Chicago. club-house of the chicago golf club, wheaton.


