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MUST admit to having a "soft spot" for the professional golfer of the
past not for them the beautifully manicured courses and vast amounts of
prize-money,
they played more for the love of the game and if they did earn
money it was never easily obtained. The main tournaments did not have large
prize funds and one of the main ways of earning a bit more was to match your
skills in man-to-man combat either by backing yourself or arranging for backers.
Musselburgh had several players of the very highest calibre in the latter half of
the last century when the famous Links was a thriving, busy place and George has
captured totally the atmosphere of this period in the book. There are detailed
profiles on the Parks, Bob Ferguson, "Deacon" Brown and others who went to
England and across the Atlantic as ambassadors of the game and George is in the
unique position of having known and met most of the stars of yesteryear.
My first connection with the Honest Toun was when my late father (Percy)
took part in a fourball match with Henry Cotton, Alf Padgham and James Braid
to open the Monktonhall course in 1938. The next "brush" wi th the town was in
1946 when, as a young lad, I played in the semi-finals of the British Boys'
Championship at the Bruntsfield course in Edinburgh and my caddie was none
other than Johnnie Keir. Johnnie was one of the real characters of the game and I
used to meet him at Muirfield on subsequent occasions.
Ie is sad that the famous Links at Musselburgh have been neglected and it is
to be hoped that in the future they can be restored to their former glories.

I

Fyou were driving down the main coast road going east and eventually
south from Edinburgh, you could, if you were not careful, miss the old
links of Musselburgh. That would be a pity, for this unpretentious wisp of golfing
terrain has played a basic and fundamental role in the growth, the expansion, and
the world-wide
projection of the Royal and Ancient game.
Of course, things have changed since Musselburgh figured in the Open
Championship rota and, indeed, produced its own Open Champions. St Andrews
has prospered while Musselburgh has fallen into relative obscurity. It should
never be forgotten, however, that at one time the two centres vied with one
another both in the playing of the game and in its development,
and there's no
doubt in the mind of your average Musselburgh man as to who came off best.
Perhaps a more objective view of Musselburgh's
contribution
to golf
throughout
the early years of flourishing and defined competition
- when
interest was beginning to stir abroad - is to be found in the tribute paid by
Laurie Auchterlonie,
honorary professional to the Royal and Ancient Golf Club
of St Andrews, who said:
"I have crossed the Atlantic many times to talk about golf and golfers and to
demonstrate
some of the old clubs and I never fail to stress the part that
Musselburgh
has played in the growth of the game. Local men were busily
laying out courses in the United States around 1890 and it was only later that
professionals from St Andrews and Carnoustie
followed, although they are
usually given the credit for pioneering golf in the United States. Ioften think
that the famous clubs which played at Musselburgh
might never have
survived to the flourishing state they are in today but for Musselburgh
for
there was virtually nowhere else for the Edinburgh clubs to play."

In common with the best birthplaces, Musselburgh's
golfing credentials are
not wanting in antiquity. When the infamous law prohibiting golf was passed in
1457 by a Scottish Parliament who felt that the game was deflecting a nation's
will from the business of defence, it can be taken as read that nowhere was
resentment more deeply felt than in the Honest Toun.
There
is documentary
evidence
that golf was being played over
Musselburgh
at least four centuries
ago and that Leith, Bruntsfield
and
Musselburgh were among the first major courses.
In an old mansion house in Inveresk there is an entry in the laird's account
book which states: "1672, March 2nd, Lost at Golfe at Mussleboorgh
with
Gosfoord, Lyon etc. £3 5/-, For three Golfe balls 15/-". The sums are in Scots
money, which explains the high cost of golf balls.

It is not surprising tha t the local links was chosen as one of three venues for
the Open Championship,
and it is only proper that Old Willie Park, a native of
the town, was the first ever to win the Open at Prestwick in the year 1860.
It is interesting to read in James Paterson's Regality of Musselburgh, published
in 1857, that the Musselburgh Club was founded in 1760, although officially the
club quote 1774, but there is certainly evidence that the club had been established
some time prior to this and 1774 was the year in which the first trophy was
competed for by club members.
Old family letters which Peter McEwan (one of a line of distinguished local
clubmakers) showed me relate that his great-great-grandfather
travelled to St
Andrews from Musselburgh on foot to do repairs to clubs at the first spring
meeting of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club. This was before the club even had a
professional and before the time of Philp, the first clubmaker to the Royal and
Ancient Club.
On looking back over the years, the greatest golf historian of my time was
the late Frank Moran, golf correspondent
of The Scotsman. I wrote many articles
on golf for Frank and his knowledge of the history of the game was unequalled by
any golf writer. He stated that golf in Scotland can nowhere be outmatched and
our country has something no other country can boast. One day I said to Frank,
"Where do you think golf started?" His reply was, "Golf was first played on
Lei th sands, then Leith Links, and then Musselburgh Links." This view is also held
by many respected golf writers and historians.
Musselburgh was chosen as one of three venues for the Open after a meeting
between the Prestwick Golf Club, the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St
Andrews and the Honourable
Company of Golfers (who were then based at
Musselburgh). A cup was provided for the first Championship in 1872 under the
new rota system of venues, as Tom Morris Jun. had won the original Open belt
outright after his third successive win in 1870 and there was no Championship
held in 1871. The first Open to be held in Musselburgh was in 1874 and it was held
there on five other occasions in 1877, 1880, 1883, 1886 and 1889. There was great
consternation when Musselburgh was taken off the list of venues to be replaced in
1892 by Muirfield, as the Honourable Company had moved down the coast and
vaca ted their clubhouse in 1891. A ri val" Musselburgh Open" was held prior to
the Open at Muirfield and this attracted a good entry as a large prize fund had
been made available. Change was inevitable due to the necessity of playing the
Open over four rounds on an eighteen-hole course, and perhaps if several plans to
extend the old links to eighteen holes had been approved, the wonderful sight of
Jack Nicklaus striding up the eighteenth fairway surrounded by thousands of
spectators
in grandstands
could have been seen at Musselburgh
instead of
Muirfield.
Musselburgh was the nursery for many famous golfers from the middle of
the nineteenth century and among the first to achieve fame were the Dunns, who

had many famous challenge matches against Allan Robertson and Old Tom
Morris of St Andrews. Willie Park Sen. was the next on the scene, winning the
very first Open and having many a duel with Old Tom Morris. There was Mungo
Park, who won the first Open to be held at Musselburgh, and Bob Ferguson, who
won three times in succession and was defeated in a play-off for his fourth
successive win. "Deacon"
Brown won the Open at Musselburgh in 1886 and he
was there just to "make up the numbers".
Willie Dunn, known as "Young
Willie" to distinguish him from his father, was born in 1870 and emigrated to the
United States. Young Willie won the first unofficial American Open in 1894, and
was runner-up in the official championship
the following year.
Willie Park Jun. was perhaps the most famous of all, as he was around when
golf was starting to boom in this country and in the United States and Canada. He
was among the first to find out how much winning the Open meant in
establishing a name and reputation, as shortly after his second win in 1889 he was
caught up by the demands of his club and ballmaking business and commissions to
layout or reconstruct
golf courses.
Musselburgh
golfers won the Open on no fewer than eleven occasions
between 1860 and 1889 and in 1965 the American Golf Hall of Fame recognised
the three most famous - Willie Park Sen., Willie Park Jun. and Bob Ferguson.
The scrolls from the Hall of Fame are displayed in the clubhouse at Musselburgh.
The town had a thriving industry in clubmaking and ball making in the latter
part of last century and some of the best known were the McEwans, Parks, J. &
D. Clark, and the Gourlay family. The Gourlays were perhaps the most famous
golf ballmakers during the nineteenth cen tury as they made top quali ty fea ther
balls and later the gutta ball when it was introduced. Clubs and balls made in the
town during the last century are now prized items in golf museums and clubs
throughout the world.
A very keen golfing minister by the name of Dr Alexander Carlyle, from the
town, is also mentioned in various historical golf books and in his autobiography
he mentions playing golf at Molesey Hurst in 1758. This was the only record
available of this course being in existence at that time.
The ancient clubs who had their home at Musselburgh Links were:
The Musselburgh Golf Club,
1876, from 1774-1925.
The Honourable

Company

The Royal Burgess
The Bruntsfield

Golfing

which

had the title "Royal"

of Edinburgh
Society,

Links Golfing

Golfers,

added in

from 1836-1891.

from 1874-1895.

Society,

from 1875-1895.

In addition to the four main clubs, another sixty or so smaller cluhs played
their spring and summer meetings at the links and one of these, Edinburgh
Thistle, is still in existence.

It is recorded in the minutes of the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club that
Musselburgh was the first course to have holes cut and properly laid out and one
of the original hole-cutters
can be seen today in the clubhouse of the Royal
Musselburgh Club. Another "first" was the adoption of the rule on playing the
ball "as it lies" after this rule had been in use at Musselburgh.
It is also recorded that the first women's golf competition
was held at
Musselburgh on New Year's Day 1811 when a Creel and Skull was presented to
be competed for by the fishwives.
One of the first Amateur Championships
of Scotland was also held at
Musselburgh in 1898. It was called the Telegraph Cup and attracted the best
amateur players from all over Scotland.

T

THE DUNNS

HE Dunn twins, Jamie and William Sen., were born in 1821 at
Musselburgh
and were sons of a plasterer.
They both took up
employment
with Gourlay as apprentice ballmakers at Bruntsfield.
'Willie
gained a reputation as a fine player and in 1851 was the first Scottish professional
to cross the border, being appointed "Keeper of the Green" at Blackhea th,
where he stayed for fourteen years. He was joined by his brother Jamie in 1854.
Willie had been apprenticed as a feather ball maker but following his move to
Blackheath and during his latter time at Musselburgh he started making gutta
balls. The gutta ball he made at Blackheath must have been of a high standard as
they were also supplied to the Edinburgh Burgess Society.
In 1865 Willie moved from Blackheath to Leith and in 1869 he became
"Club and Ballmaker and Custodian of the Green" to the Leith Thistle Golf
Club. In 1871 he moved to Musselburgh to set up a clubmaking business, and
subsequently moved to North Berwick where he died the same year.
Willie had two sons who were Tom and Willie Jun. Willie Jun. was born at
Blackheath in 1865 and emigrated to America where in 1894 he won the first
unofficial American Open Championship,
beating another Musselburgh man,
Willie Campbell, in the final by two holes. He was runner-up in the first official
championship which was held the following year and decided by stroke-play.
Willie Jun. was the first Scottish professional to take up an appointment in the
United States when he was appointed professional at Shinnecock in 1891.
Willie experimen ted wi th steel shafts about the turn of the cen tury and also
with a type of peg tee instead of the mound of sand. He was evidently a man of
vision as tees did not come into play until the 1920s and the use of sand gradually
. died out in the 1930s. Steel shafts were to become legal in Bri tain by the R. & A.
in 1929.
The other son of Willie was Tom Dunn, who spent his early life at
Blackheath. Tom accompanied his father from Blackheath back to Leith in 1865,
where he remained until 1870, the year he married a daughter of Gourlay. He
then became custodian of the links at North Berwick and in the autumn of that
year he accepted a post as professional
to the London Scottish Club at
Wimbledon,
where he stayed for eleven years.
He returned to North Berwick in 1881, taking up his former duties, and held
that position until 1889, when he returned to London to take up the appointment
as professional at Tooti~g Bee.
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Name
Competition

_

Hole

Yards

Par

Score

Hole

Par

1

The Graves

350

4

10

4

2

Linkfield

420

4

11

4

3

Mrs Forman's

500

5

12

5

4

Sea Hole

190

3

13

3

5

The Table

360

4

14

4

6

Bathing Coach

410

4

15

4

7

Hole Across

280

4

16

4

8

The Gas

320

4

17

4

9

Home Hole

170

3

18

3

3,000

35

In
Out

Marker's

Signature

Total
Handicap

Competitor's

Signature

Net Score

Score

Tom was engaged in golf course construction and layout and extended the
links at Wimbledon from seven to eighteen holes. He was also involved with
other courses including Felixstowe, Great Yarmouth, Hayling Island, Tooting
Bec, Goswick, Chorley Wood and Woodford.
He was a fine teacher and among his pupils were H.R.H. Princess Frederica,
the Right Honourable A. J. Balfour, Chief Secretary for Ireland, and none other
than Mr Gladstone, the Prime Minister, was given a demonstration
of the game
by Tom.

NOTABLE HISTORICAL DATES

T

HIS chapter is a historical record of the notable events in golf in the
town dating from 1567 to the present. The dates and events convey that
the town and townsmen have played a major part in the growth of golf in this
country and abroad.
1567

Mary, Queen of Scots, accused of playing golf a few days before her
surrender to the Confederate
Lords - game played on Musselburgh
Links.

1603

James VI played on Links while on visit to Sir Alexander
Queen Mary, at Seton House.

1672

Account books of Laird of Inveresk show record
Golfe at Musselburgh Links £3 5-, Wine £3".

1770

James McEwan, carpenter,
Bruntsfield Links.

1774

From the Caledonian Mercury of Saturday, 19th March: "Yesterday
Silver Cup belonging to the Society of Golfers at Musselburgh
played for on the Links."

1774

Monday,

1788

Bailie John Cochran appointed Keeper and Surveyor General of the
Links.
New rules unanimously agreed (M.G.C. minutes) headed "The Laws and
Regulations of the Golfing Society of Musselburgh".
M.G.C. minutes, December.
The club to present by subscription
a
handsome new Creel and Skull to the best female golfer who player on
the 1st January next (old style, 12thJan. new) to be intimated to the fish
ladies by Mr Robertson,
the officer of the club. Two of the best
Barcelona silk handkerchiefs
to be added.
Sergeant Scott (officer of the club) to pay more attention
to the
formation
of the holes. In 1829 a hole-cutting
instrument
(the first
known) was obtained, made by Mr Robert Gay-cost
£1.

1792
1810

1828

1832

founded

25th July: Musselburgh

Seton, godwn of

as follows:

family business

"Lost at

of clubmaking

at
the
was

Fair and Races on the Links.

In June a meeting was called in consequence of complaints regarding the
state of the holes and that alterations were made upon them by strangers
and others without any authority from the club.
The meeting resolved that a round of the Links would henceforth
holes instead of the present seven.

be eight

This arrangement
not to be altered without the authority of the club.
No injury or work upon the holes without club authority, offenders to be
prosecuted.
A copy of the above resolution

was hung up in the grandstand.

1836

Honourable
Company move to Musselburgh.
Musselburgh
Golf Club
employs Thomas Alexander to take charge of club boxes and prepare
holes upon the green for £5 per annum, the latter originally being part of
the club officer's duties.

1843

Musselburgh Golf Club inform Gourlay, the ballmaker, by letter that he
had no authority to increase the number of holes to ten and that this was
an infringement
on the rights of the club.

1849
1852

Allan Robertson and Tom Morris Sen. play Willie and Jamie Dunn for a
£400 stake at Musselburgh,
St Andrews and North Berwick.
Letter to Parliamentary
Trustees of the Burgh, putting forth objections
to a reported proposal to feu east end of Links, claimed to be illegal and
asking for distinct information.

1853

Gourlay

now paid by club to cut holes, he and no one else.

First match between
1865

Willie

Willie

Park Sen. and Tom Morris

Sen.

Park Jun. born.

Willie Park Sen. issues challenge in Sporting Life to play anyone for £100
over Musselburgh,
St Andrews or North Berwick.
1869
1870
1874

Willie Park Sen. and Bob Ferguson play against Tom Morris Sen. and
Tom Morris Jun. at Musselburgh on 12th February and win.
The Links extended to nine holes - the new hole being the Sea Hole.
Edinburgh Burgess come to Musselburgh.
Open held at Musselburgh
Park.

1876

Professional tournament
on 16th October as part of Musselburgh
Club centenary celebrations.
Musselburgh Golf Club given title Royal.

1877

Open held at Musselburgh
Andrews.

1878

Bruntsfield

1880

Bob Ferguson

1883

for first time on 10th April, won by Mungo

on 6th April,

won by James Anderson,

Golf

St

come to Musselburgh.
won Open at Musselburgh

on 9th April.

Loretto School magazine states that pupils must be able to do the round in
50 strokes before being able to use iron clubs on the course.
Open held at Musselburgh in November,
won by Willie Fernie after
play-off against Bob Ferguson.

1886

Open held at Musselburgh

1888

Name of caddie guilty of incivility put up on board
employing him.
Honourable
Company move to Muirfield.

1891

on 5th November,

won by "Deacon"

Brown.

to stop others

1892

Royal Musselburgh Golf Club, aggrieved at Open Championship moving
to Muirfield, promote their own tournament.
Control of Links taken
over by Musselburgh Town Council.

1893

Edinburgh

1895

Royal Musselburgh Golf Club informs Musselburgh Town Council
it entirely disapproves of the proposed fourteen-hole
course.

1896
1898

Match between W. Park Jun. and J. H. Taylor on 16th June.
Amateur Championship
of Scotland (sponsored by Evenillg Telegraph,
Dundee) played at Musselburgh.
Musselburgh Open tournament
played prior to Open at St Andrews.

1900

Burgess

move to Barnton.

Royal Musselburgh instigate arrangements
for a public
Douglas McEwan on his leaving for Ilkley.

testimonial

that

to

McEwan presents club with the two oldest golf clubs in his possession,
"older than 1700", also unused driver "made by my uncle, William
McEwan
and a feather ball made by Douglas Gourlay, my greatgrandfather's
father-in-law".
1901

Musselburgh

1903
1906

Death of Willie Park.
Musselburgh professional

1909

Royal Musselburgh Golf Club and Honourable Company pay "Fiery",
the veteran caddie, seven shillings each week.
Town
Council
propose
reduction
of staff on Links and Royal
Musselburgh
Golf Club empower
council "to memorialise
Town
Council on this matter".

1915

Open tournament

held on Links prior to Open at Muirfield.

tournament

won by Harry

Vardon.

1916

Town Council intimate green tickets will be five shillings per member
and tickets for full membership must be taken out.

1921

Date of race meeting prevents proposed open tournament prior to Open
Championship
for British and American golfers. Scheme for eighteen
holes promulgated
taking in land behind gasworks.
Willie Park Jun. elected honorary member of Royal Musselburgh Golf
Club.

1922
1925

Royal Musselburgh

move to Prestongrange.

1937
1974

Musselburgh Amateur
Amateur
tournament
celebrations.

Championship
held on Links for the last time.
held on Links during Riding of the Marches

~ROLL

OF HONOUR~

OPEN CHAMPIONS
Willie Park Sen.

1860, 1863, 1866, 1875
All at Prestwick

Mungo Park

1874 at Musselburgh

Bob Ferguson

1880 at Musselburgh
1881 at Prestwick
1882 at St Andrews

David ("Deacon")
Willie Park Jun.

Brown

1886 at Musselburgh
1887 at Prestwick
1889 at Musselburgh

II

THE

"MUSSELBURGH"
IF YOU

WANT

PLAY WITH

TO

THE

WIN

BALL
YOUR

CHAMPIONSHIP

MATCH
BALL

H. V ARDON (Open Champion 1896 and 1898)
won the Championship, playing with the "Musse1burgh"
in 1896 and again in 1898, and write's:used your'
Musselburgh Ball' in the different
can,peincluding the Open Cha!f1pi.onship at Prest wick, 1898, I

"H:l.ving

titions,

can say I ne\·er used a better,
all it is always
good gutta.
th~5all1e.

as It flies well, putts
Vou ought
to have
(Signed)
HARRY

well, and above
a large sale for

VARDON."

Also played with by the
Open Champion of the United States.

,",-ADE

of Pure Gutta-Percha, neatly and
~IIJ accurately marked, painted with
specially prepared Adhesive Paint which
does not chip.
Guaranteed Six Months old, and sure
to~give satisfaction to all users.
All

Requisites

associated

with

the game of Golf kept in Stock.
REVISED

PRICE

LIST

POST

FREE

ON

APPLICATION.

J. & D. CLARK, Musselburgh.1

A LIST OF COURSES PLANNED AND BUILT BY

WILLIE PARK
Sunningdale, England
England's foremost inland course, planned, designed and constructed,
under contract for a fixed sum.

fully equipped and ready for play,

Mt. Bruno Golf Club, Montreal, Que., Canada
Planned, designed and selected for the Canadian Open Championship,

1922.

Woodway Country Club, Stamford, Conn.
Selected by George Duncan as the best course he has played in this country.
constructed under personal supervision.
OTHER COURSES PLANNED,
Shuttle Meadow Club.
New Haven Connlry Club
Maidstone Club
New Bedford Country Club
Ashland Golf Club

.

New Meadow, Conn.
'" New Haven. Conn.
Easrhampton. L.I.
New Bedford, Mass.
Ashland, Ohio

Alton Beach Country Club.
.
Miami, Fla.
Ashville Country Club
Ashville, N.C.
Automobile Country Club.
.
Detroit. Mich.
Battle Creek Country Club.
Battle Creek, Mich.
Baltimore Country Club.
. . Baltimore, Md.
Berkshire Country Club ...........•................
Reading, Pa.
Congress Lake Country Club.
. . . . . . . . . .•.
. . Hartville, Ohio
Country Club of Atlantic City ...........•.......
Northfield, N.J.
Chartiers Heights Golf Club.
. .........•........
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Defiance Country Club. .
.. Defiance, Ohio
Flint Country Club
Flint, Mich.
Philmont Country Club
Philmont, Pa.
Glen Ridge Country Club..
....•.•......
Glen Ridge, N.J.
Grand Rapids Country Club
.. Grand Rapids, Mich.
Green Valley Country Club
Roxhorough,
Pa.
Highland Golf Club
Indianapolis, Ind.
Hoosie-Whisick
Club
Canton, Mass.
Hot Springs Golf Club. . . . .. . .. .••.•.
. ..••. .
Hot Springs, Ark.
Indiana Country Club.
.
Indiana, Pa.
Madison Country Club.
Madison, Conn.
Meadowbrook Country Club
Detroit, Mich.
Metacomet Golf Club
East Providence, R.t.
Moon Brook Country Club
Jamestown, N.Y.
New Canaan Country Club
.. New Canaan, Conn.
Olympia Fields Country Club.
.
Matteson, Ill.
Ocean City Country Club. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . .
Ocean City, N.J.
Pawtucket Golf Club ...
. . . . . .•. .. ... . .
Pawtucket, R.t.
Pittsburgh Field Club. .
. .. Pittsburgh, Pa.
Red Run Golf Club.. ..
.•.
Royal Oak, Detroit
Rolland Road Golf Club
.... Baltimore, Md.
Sylvania Golf Club. . . . . . . . . . .. .•.. .. . .. . .
. . Toledo, Ohio
St Albans Golf Club. . . . . . . . . . . .•.
St Albans, L.L
Toledo Country Club.
.
Toledo. Ohio
Youghioheny Country Club
McKeesport, Pa.
Royal Montreal Golf Club.
.
Dixie, Que.
Abitibi Power & Paper Co.
.
Iroquois Falls, Onto
Beaconsfield Golf Club.
.
Montreal, Que.
Bowness Golf Club
Calgary, Alberta
Calgary Golf and Country Club
Ca:gary, Alberta
Calgary St Andrews Golf Club
Calgary, Alberta
Jsleslllere Golf Club
Isleslllere, QuP..
Laval Sur Le Lac Club ..................•........
Montreal. Que.
Ottawa Hunt and Motor Club
Ottawa, Ont.
Senneville Country Club
Senneville, Que.
Toronto Hunt Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. Toronto, Ont.
Weston Golf Club. . . . . . . . . .. .. ••
.
Weston, Ont.
Whitlock Golf Club
Hudson Heights, Que.
Winnipeg Golf Club
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Brightwood Golf & Country Club.
. .... Dartmouth, N.S.
Kemville Golf Club
Kentville, Nova Scotia

Planned, designed and

DESIGNED AND SUPERVISED
Tumble Brook Country Club.
Castine Golf Club
State College.
. ........•...........
SummerJea Golf Club.
Huntercombe

Worplesdon
La Boulie
Montrose
Coombe 'Hill
LOlllbardzide
Formby
Knebworth
Southampton
Bexhill
Aldeburgh
Burhill
Totteridge
Gravesend
Parkstone
Hendon
Dieppe
Baberton
Sheerness
Seaford
Cannon's Park
Alnmouth
Couebelle Golf Links,
Costebelle, Hyeres
Kilspindie
New Luffness
Gullane
Acton
Antwerp
Shiskine
Barry, Glamorganshire
Southerndown,
Glamorganshire
Bathgate
Berkhamstead
Berwick-on- Tweed
Goswick
Biggar
Blundell Sands
Bo'ness
Bridge-of-Weir
Brighton and Hove
Broadstone, Dorset
Monfieth
Bruntsfield Links
Burntisland
Cambridge University
Carnoustie
Chiselhurst
Murrayfield
Crieff

.

Hartford. Conn.
Castine, Me.
State College, Pa.
. .. Montreal, Que., Can.
England

Cuckfield
Dalkeith and Newbattle
Dinard, France
Duddingsron
Edgware
Barnton
Evian-les-Bains,
France
Forres
Frinton-on-Sea
Gramown-on-Spey
Hanlepool
Innel1an
Innerleithen
Jedburgh
Killarney
Larne
Lauder
Ileadingley
f\{uswell Hill
Neasdon
Shooters Hill
South Herts
Tooting Bee
Wembley
West Middlesex
Wimbledon
Londonderry
Temple, Maidenhead
Melrose
Monte Carlo, France
Newbigging-by-Sea
Nonhampton
Nottingham
Hollinwell
Port Stewart
Richmond, Sudbrook
Rouen, France
St Boswells
Selkirk
Sunbridge Park
SiJloth
Tranmore
Waterford
Turnhouse
Tynemouth
Gailes, Ayrshire
Torwoodlee
Glasgow Club
Glencorse
Vienna, Austria

THE MAN WHO CAN PUTT IS A MATCH FOR ANYBODY.

's

If you want to putt well, use

Park

SPECIAL PUTTING,CLEEK
Price 7/6 each

(Patented)

AS USED BY

MR
OPEN

H. H. HILTON,

CHAMPIONSHIP, 1897.

Mr Hilton writes in the" Sporting Chronicle"
on 19th July 1898, as follows:
" If Willie Park, jun. did not succeed in winning the Open Cham",
pionship, he at least had the satisfaction of knowing that the man who
did succeed in beating him accomplished the feat with one of the
Musselburgh man's patent putters; and the extraordinary
run of
success attained in the series of open tournaments was probably more
due to his deadly execution with this club than to any other department
of his game. It is needless to go farther than to say that the winner
used one of Park's patent putters, as, in truth, the first three to finish
all used what I have heard termed that wry"neck abortion of Park's.'
W ry"necked or not, there can be no shadow of doubt as to the popular"
!ty of this very putter. It has outlived the prejudice which patent
tools are more or less subject to contract at first, and it is in general
use from one end of the kingdom to the other.
I have frequently
been asked what advantage it enjoys compared with the ordinary
straight"faced putter. I am afraid I have always had to plead ignorance
on this point, and have referred the inquirer to the patentee for
informatioo, while I have attributed my personal liking for the putter
to a mere matter of fancy. The first time I tried it I was eminently
successful with the implement, and although I am a great believer in
an occasional change of clubs, I always find that eventually I fall back
on the original Park' putter. Whether the fact that the face is set
back behind the perpendicular of the shaft gives a better sight of the
ball I cannot say, but 1 know that it imbues me with a feeling of
confidence when playing an approach putt."
Beware of Imitations.
j
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See that every Cleek is stamped "PARK'S SPECIAL."

WM. PARK & SON,

GOLF

C~~s~1~~

CHAMPION
GOLFERS,
1860, 1863, 1866, 1875, 1887, 1889.
BRANCHES AT-lIS
CANNON STREET,
LONDON;
6 SOUTH
and lIS

ST ANDREW

STREET,

WEST

STREET,

23rd

EDINBURGH;
NEW

YORK.
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his book is the first of its
kind on golf in Musselburgh
and includes profiles on the first Open
Champion, Old Willie Park, hIS son
Willie Park Jun., Bob Ferguson,
Mungo Park, and David Brown, who
were all Open Champions.
The author was personally
acquainted with Willie Park Jun. and
was taught the rudiments of the game
by Bob Ferguson.
There is information on the early
beginnings of the game in the area
and chapters on the craftsmen
including the McEwans, and Gourlay,
the highly respected ball maker. The
caddies were an integral part of the
game and "Fiery", who was Willie
Park Jun.'s faithful caddie, and "Big"
Crawford,
who caddied for Ben
Sayers, are included.
There are unique photographs of
the famous nine-hole links where the
Open was played on six occasions and
reports of each championship are
contained in the book. There are
chapters on Bobby Jones, who visited
Musselburgh especially to see the
links, James Braid, who laid out both
present-day Musselburgh courses, and
Jack White, who was the first
professional at Musselburgh and had a
notable Open win at Sandwich in
1904.
The present-day players are also
included and there is a very
interesting profile on Alex Hay, who
hails from Musselburgh and is
professional a t Woburn Golf and
Country Club. Alex is perhaps better
known as a golf commentator
for
B.B.C. Television.
Jack Little, the head professional
to Bernard Gallacher at Wentworth,
is another contemporary
player from
the town who is featured.

---~.-K
£6.95
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eorge Colville was born in
1894, the son of a local
watchmaker,
and the second youngest
of a family of twelve. The house in
which the family lived - "Kilmory"
- was situated about 100 yards from
the Sea Hole on the old links.
George was educated at
Musselburgh Grammar School and
served in the Royal Artillery as a
signaller in the First World War. He
received the Distinguished Conduct
Medal (D.C.M.) for great courage
and devotion to duty while serving in
France.
He was employed as Local
Government
Officer and Registrar of
Births, Deaths and Marriages for
Musselburgh until his retirement in
1954. He was made a Freeman of
Musselburgh and an Honorary
Member of Musselburgh Golf Club
for his services to golf.
A scratch amateur golfer of some
standing, his name is on many
trophies to be seen in Royal
Musselburgh, Luffness, Torwoodlee,
and the Musselburgh Golf Clubs. He
competed in the Scottish Amateur and
in 1937 won the Musselburgh
Amateur Championship,
which was
the last time this event was played on
the old links.
He also competed in this event in
1978 at the age of 83 and turned in a
very creditable performance
in losing
4 and 3 to a low-handicap
player.
He is an authority on the
historical aspects of the game and has
a unique collection of nineteenthcentury clubs and balls. He is a
member of the World Golf
Collectors'
Society and among his
most treasured items is a Willie Park
Jun. putter used by the champion
himself.

WILLIE PARK SNR.
1860 1863 1866 1875

WILLIE PARK JNR.
1887 1889

BOB FERGUSON
1880 1881 1882

MUNGO PARK
1874

DAVID BROWN
1886

