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Affairs in the World of Golf
The Hickory vs. the Steel Shaft the Subject of 
Much Discussion—The Drawbacks to the Steel 
Shaft—A Little Discourse on the Question of Swing

By John G. Anderson
. Finalist in 1915 National Championship

I f ̂  j-. have been few samples 
*" I "* I of legislation in this country 

I * I as to the make and the form of 
golf clubs. The Schenectady 
putter, by official decree, was 
permitted in all championship 

matches aud, of course, in all other play. 
Kecently there was an alarming cry con 
cerning the scarcity of the hickory in all 
lands where it is found aud thereupon 
we discovered that men had been at work 
for .some time on steel shafts for clubs. 
The men whose duty across the water it 
is to decide on whether it would be legal 
from a golfing standpoint to play with 
steel shafts met in solemn conclave and 
decreed that none but woodeu shafts 
should be allowed. Nothing was done 
about this on this side of the water since 
it was felt that our supply of hickory was 
sufficient for many years to come. How 
ever, many a steel putter found its way 
over to America and not a few players 
nre today golting with samples of the new 
kind of club. At the recent amateur 
championship at Merion Mr. Hobert Hun 
ter, my opponent in the second -round, 
a few moments before the play began, 
stepped over to the officials' tent aud 
asked Mr. Woodward whether of not it 
was permissible to use a steel putter, as 
he had heard rumors to the contrary. 
"Well," said Mr. Woodward, "to tell the 
truth, the executive committee has dodged 
that issue from time to time. There is no 
rule in this country which forbids the 
use, but it is the desire of the executive 
body that steel putters be not used in our 
championships." Mr. Hunter remarked 
that he had played in all the Western 
competitions and had used the steel imple 
ment, but he acceded to the request and 
did not take it out of his bag in the 
play.

NO DEARTH OF HICKORT
Before going on with this line of ideas 

it might be fitting to say that there is 
little likelihood of there being any dearth 
of hickory cither in this or any other 
country for a half century at least. The 
reports made in the past are misleading; 
there is more than one man in the land 
dealing in hickory who claims to know 
where there is good golf shaft hickory in 
sufficient quantity to last for a hundred 
years. So the need for steel shafts on 
this account falls flat. It might be 
added, too, that except in the case of 
putters there has been little or no success 
with steel shafted clubs. The irons usual 
ly have smaller nozxles and the shaft it 
self is smaller in diameter. There is a 
feeling of power and an idea communi 
cated that one would be able to send a 
ball a longer distance than usual, but 
such has yet to be proved. There is tm 
give to the club and it is possible for the 
steel shaft to bend and stay bent after a 
hard push shot stroke into the ground. 
With the wooden clubs it is worse even 
for the head splits quite easily when 
the shaft is steel. I have seen whole sets 
\vrecked in the course of a few weeks' 
gokfing and I doubt very much if we shall 
ever have the steel-shafted golf club for 
a steady diet. However, it is rash to 
make any out-and-out predictions. This 
last fear a shaft composed of steel, but 
fashioned in a sort of network style was 
tried out. It was found to have the 
essential give and if permitted by the 
National Association will prove a substi 
tute of no mean sort. There has been

PUT ON THE MARKET
lately, or if not will shortly be presented 
for sale, a shaft which is cut down from 
the top through the center to a point 
about three to four inches below where 
the grip comes. The space cut out, which 
in size is just about what an ordinary 
saw would cause, is filled with a rubber 
substance. Over the top of the end of the 
shaft is put an aluminum cap. which acts 
ns a weight, giving great power when the 
blow is struck and the ball is hit. It is 
claimed that the wrists do not tire half 
so quickly aud that there is an added dis 
tance of 25 yards. I very much doubt 
that there is a great increase in dis 
tance, at least 2Ti yards, but, I have 
heard from three professionals tjhat they 
can play out of a bad lie and get;a longer 
distance than when lining the (ordinary 
club. The shaft at the top is made lighter 
but is fully as strong and the cap at the 
end does not interfere in any way with 
the grip. It may be that we shall see 
many clubs with this device the coming 
year. Some golfers will buy them because 

wish, things winch are nur and navel,

others will play with them because they 
may believe that they get greater distance, 
and still others will buy them because they 
want to have the same kind of a club 
which their friend swears by. But it is 
always good policy when entering upon 
a match to have all the old friends in the 
bag.

THE DRIVING SWING
There is no golfer in this country who 

is more passionately fond of golf than 
Mr. Max II. Behr, of "(Jolt Illustrated." 
One augle of bis fondness is in the col 
lecting of gulling books and pictures and 
1 very much doubt if there is anyone in 
the country, or mayhap in the world, who 
has as fine a library dealing with the 
subject of the royal game. For years he 
has been trying to get hold of a volume 
called "The Golfers' Manual" which was 
published away back in IS-j", at I'upar, 
Scotland, a town wjiic-h is near to St. An 
drews. A few days ago the rare copy 
came into his possession and from its 
pages Mr. Behr has quoted a few golfing 
bits of wisdom which, strnngc as it may 
seem, conform in ideas with much of the 
best of today's knowledge. But in the 
matter of the'swing little is said. The 
author, Mr. II. B. Farnie. writes in the 
little 06-page hook: "The perfection of 
the driving swing lies in the approxima 
tion to three-fourths of the circumfwure 
of a circle, the same circle being perform 
ed by the club in its upward motion as in 
its descent." Kiglit from the very start 
there has been an inclination to dodge 
the subject of what the ideal swing should 
be. One of the writers, H. S. Kverard, 
in "Golf in Theory and Practice" gave a 
few useful hints, and Vardon and Braid, 
with the aid of the men who wrote the 
books for them, and especially Taylor. 
helped matters along, but their writings 
were too much on the individualistic order. 
Then came a ,

VERY FIXE ANALYSIS
by Mr. Scott, who showed the mechanical 
standpoint of the swing, lie pointed out 
that the arms, hands and wrists of them 
selves do no more than rise perpendicular 
ly and at the time of his writing this 
was considered as a ne\v discovery. But 
Mr. Behr, in searching through some of 
Mr. Seymour Dunn's articles of 1!K)7, has 
discovered the same thought expressed 
in a slightly different manner. Dunn 
says: "I would like to cull attention to 
the fact that many first-class players seem 
to be under the impression that they start 
the swing by a wrist action when, as a 
matter of fact, they start the action with 
the turning of their shoulders and body 
and the wrist action does not commence 
to work until well after the club has been 
started on'the upswing. 1 menu by this 
that Ihc arms and wrists of themselves 
do not carry the club away from the ball 
the arm and wrist aclion being :J.n up and 
down movement directly in front of the 
player. The side swinging of the club 
is caused entirely by the turning of the 
body. It is the turning of the body which 
converts the straight up and down rtctiou 
of the arms and wrists into the eoltins 
swing which is technically an oblique 
ellipse formed by a combination of t\vo 
circular actions working, aimultnneously 
and in rhythm, at right angles to each 
other. . . . The professionals will 
take a long stride forward with their 
pupils if they will present them with some 
scheme of the swing which the mind may 
fasten upon aud not leave them stranded 
when away from their tutelage." 

            : 
College Basket Ball Mert 

A joint committee on basket ball rules, 
composed of representatives of the Na 
tional Collegiate Athletic Association, the 
Amateur Athletic I'uion, and the Young 
Men's Christian Association, met Nov. 
1!4, at the Hotel Astor to interpret the 
rules of the game under which these three 
bodies will play this Winter. It was rec 
ommended that in the rules governing the 
so-called "jump-ball," the words requiring 
the jumper "to face his own goal," be 
omitted end the words "with both feet in 
side his own half of the center circle" be 
substituted. A number of questions risk 
ed by coaches, which had considerable 
bearing.on penalties under certain con 
ditions, were satisfactorily .answered by 
the chairmen o^ the combined organiza 
tion*.

Some Strokes in Lawn Tennis
The Invention of "Lawford" Drive—How Lawford 
Devised It—The Inception of the Volley Game 
and the Twist Service.

By Dr. E. B. Dewhurst
International Authority on Lawn Tennis

HO has not heard at some time or 
other u player described in awe 
struck tones as having u tre 
mendous "Lawford," but how 
many of the people using the 
term have any idea of its ori 

gin'.' It is a term used generally to de 
scribe a powerful drive, with some top 
spin, a kind of lifting stroke of varying 
efficacy. Strange to say, such a definition 
is more often heard of among the lesser 
lisrhts than among the good players. These 
latter do not call their particular drive 
by any such title. The term seems to be 
peculiar to this country. The writer 
never beard it used in Australia, nor 
would the majority of English players 
understand the term as applied to this 
stroke half as well as anyone here, and 
vet Lawford himself gained his fame in 
England. There is no doubt that Lawford 
was the originator of the topped drive. 
All the descriptions of his play go to show 
this; for rotation or spin on the ball was 
a new thing to players as far back as 
about the date of 1884. Perhaps the best 
explanation of

LAWFORD'S BEAT. STROKE 
I may be taken from a description by Mr. 
• Dxvight. who actually played against him. 
Dr. Ihvight, speaking of I.awford. says: 
"Now let us take Mr. Lawford. who has 
been in the foremost rank of players for 
many years. His style is in direct con 
trast to that of the Renshaws, for it is 
labored and purely the result of study. He 
may be said to play but four strokes, but 
he plays them curiously well. He puts 
both feet firmly on the ground and fixes 
himself completely. He takes the ball at 
the top of the bound, striking it with all its 
force. His racquet is vertical and lifted 
as he strikes, giving a strong over-twist 
to the ball. The back foot, too, is lifted 
as the stroke is made, and the whole 
weight of the body is thrown on the ball. 
The. elbow and wrist are held perfectly 
stiff, and the stroke seems to be made al 
most as much by the forward motion of 
the body as by the arm. The back-hand 
stroke is made on the same principal, but 
not quite so well. The style is awkward 
and uncouth almost beyond conception, 
but no one who has not played against 
him can appreciate the suddenness, tne ac 
curacy, and the terrible speed of his 
strokes."

ANOTHER VIEW
Another writer, one of the higher 

ranking players of the times, states: "He 
took the ball off the ground at about the 
height of his hip, and in doing so im 
parted an overcut to the stroke, which 
made it a very pinszling one to deal with. 
His service was not particularly severe, 
hut the length was excellent, and he had 
a knack of dropping the service very near 
the half-court line. He could not volley 
at all below the level of the net. but any 
thing above his shoulder he 'killed' abso 
lutely and entirely. His backhand stroke 
was peculiar and decidedly ungainly. The' 
ball was hit with the same face of the 
racquet as for the forehand stroke. His 
luck was proverbial, but his plucky iron 
nerve and good conditions (he was the 
only player who may be said to have gone 
through any systematic training) were the 
main secrets of his success, backed up, of 
course, by his powerful physique and ac- 

j curate severe returns." Here we have 
the word picture of one of the most his 
toric names in lawn tennis. That man 
whose strange personality 30 years ago 
impressed itself on the stroke and who 
was a true pioneer of the game today as 
was Holcomb Ward with

HIS EPOCHAL INVENTION".
the twist service. Evidently from these 
descriptions it was the most rudimentary 
of the top spin strokes, the setting of the 
feet and body, and the rising on the toes 
and hunching up the back and shoulders 
as the racquet came up and over the ball. 
Evidence of it may be seen today on any 
public court or in the ranks of the coun 
try players, and in such company, the 
proud perpetrator still strikes terror to 
the heart of his antagonist in much the 
same way as lAwford paralyzed opposi 
tion among the very first-class players 30 
years a^go. His actual technic has de 
parted among good company, but the re 
sults, and the reason for his results, still 
live in the topped overspin drive without 
wh,i<* no player today pan hope to com 
pete in the best, elasf Lawford was a 
pioneer. He broke new ground, evolved 
a.nd put. into successful practice a per-
.ierjtly n£w idfa whjfib *as eventually to

revolutionize the game, and hence his 
name still lives in the shibboleth of lawn 
tennis.

THE VOIiEY GAMB
Ollie Campbell was another great pio 

neer, aad to him we owe the inception of 
the volley game. He was the first man 
to grasp the advantage in singles of the 
net position. Campbell reasoned that 
from a position at the net he could force 
the other man to cover twice as ranch 
court in less than haJf the time. Bat this 
was only half the advantage. The main 
secret of the net game was that, he could 
force the opposing player to go on making 
good shots all the time, as he was in the 
position to surely kill any loose strokes. 
Campbell, too, left his imprint »n the 
game, in this country at least, for since 
his time up to the last two years every 
national champion in America has been a 
volleyer. Ward, too, was one of those 
original thinkers and inventive geniuses 
who advanced the whole game a step by 
the introduction of the twist service, 
which, when it came out first, created al 
most as much consternation as Lawford's 
celebrated drive. It, too, has been gener 
ally incorporated into the game until now 
almost every player of note nses some 
modification of Ward's invention. Strange 
to say, Ward's invention was rather in 
the form of an accident than tie product 
of direct design. Being essentially a vol 
leyer, Ward thought that a ball, if it 
could be delivered overhead with a top- 
spin, would bound further back and keep 
the striker further away £r*m the net, 
so he

DEVISED A BACQTTET MOTION 
whereby the strings of the bat passed 
over the ball as it was hit. As also it 
was necessary for him to get in close to 
the net he also experimented with * swing 
which would help him to make hi» first 
step for the net part of the stroke; that 
the swing would help him in and not re 
tard his advance. Having worked this 
out theoretically he found on delivery of 
the ball that it did weird things besides 
bounding high. It swerved in the air 
and broke back when it pitched and al 
together in its earliest stage was a fear 
some thing to go up against. However, 
it was not long before its mysteries were 
solved and it was noted that the swelTC 
was always the opposite way to the break. 
and that the break was always towards 
the side that the racquet finished out. 
When these facts became sufficiently es 
tablished the terrors of its delivery were 
much abated and only the high deep 
bound remained as a definite asset for the, 
volleyer. It is as such that we have it 
today in its best and most workable form, 
a definite part of the game, with Camp- 
bell's volleying and Lawford's top spin 
drive; all modified in some degree, but all 
showing the traces of the original master 
minds who. from what they had to go on, 
evolved something nem, something which 
was to stand the test of years of cham 
pionship play.

Semi-Professkmal Bowling
G is to have a semi-pro- 

fessional tournament this year, 
if plans mature. Tw«lv« cities 
will be represented in the big 
event, which is to be called the 
interstate, one man represent 

ing each city on the circuit and playing 
once in each town on the circuit. A pre 
liminary tournament wiH be held in each 
city holding a franchise in which not 
less than Ii5 bowlers will he asked to 
compete, and the winner will be chosen 
to uphold the honor of his town in the 
proposed race. Cities that expect to hold 
a franchise in the big tournament, to 
gether with the alley-keepers who will 
have the franchise, are as follows;

Chicago (RpnKinj?pr)   Randolph.
Milwaukee— Fr«i Smith.
Detroit — Swpenf y-Hiwton.
Philadelphia— M. .1. Conta.
Manhattan — A. A. Austin.
Brooklyn — William Cordfs.
Cleveland— KM Helm.
Toledo — Hagwtty and Oaszola.
Syracuse — Maurpr and (JolrtpTpin.
Buffalo — Morgan and Srhwartz.
Kd Gottrost, of Columbus, is also ex 

pected to take u franchise, while other 
men in Sit. Louis, Louisville and Cincin 
nati are figuring on a franchise. Secre 
tary Prank L Pasdeloup and President 
W. V. Thompson are handling the pre 
liminary details and expect to have every 
thing in readiness by the first of the 
year, although the schedule will probably 
not .start ujitil next
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